Flexible learning for postgraduate nurses: a basis for planning.
This paper describes a survey undertaken with postgraduate nursing students in a New Zealand University based School of Nursing in 2002 to establish their access to and use of computers and information technology for study. Whilst there is minimal flexibility and use of technology to support student learning for postgraduate nurses in the University's School of Nursing presently, the University proposes increasing flexibility across all courses. This is in part a response to the increased internationalisation of education and developments in technology affecting programme design, delivery and support that can benefit teachers and students. The findings of this survey form a basis for planning the introduction of flexible learning. Results indicate that not all students have convenient access to technology for study purposes, nor are they at the same level in terms of using technology. The implications of the survey for planning flexible learning, including the need to be explicit about requirements for access to technology and upskilling opportunities are discussed.